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talion in Gosselies, two in reserve behind), while the
1st brigade was beginning to cross the rivulet called
the Picton. At that very moment, the French,
debouching from Charleroi, were starting upon the
pursuit; in the direction of Gillies, this was effected by
the Pajol cavalry, followed closely by the young Guard;
in the direction of Gosselies, by the 1st Hussars under
Clary.

Colonel Clary, arriving at Jamet, attacked Gosselies;
he was repulsed by the 29th regiment, while the 1st
Prussian brigade, owing to the resistance of the 28th,
finished its crossing of the Picton brook and reached
Gosselies. As soon as the 1st brigade had gone through
Gosselies, the 29th regiment retreated on Ransart.
The first brigade, instead of continuing its movement
in the direction of that place, decided to make a stand
on the Gosselies road. It was soon attacked and thrown
back by Colonel Clary, who had been reinforced by
the advance guard of the Second French Corps coming
from Marchiennes; it was cut off from Ransart, which
the Girard division of the same army corps had just
carried; it withdrew on Heppignies, covered by the 6th
Uhlans and the 1st Hussars.

These events around Gosselies show what the diffi-
culties of a retreating movement may be, as well as
by what means such difficulties may be overcome.

There is a speciaf danger lest the line of retreat be
cut by the enemy's outflanking movements* The
remedy is found in establishing to the rear a supporting
force (29th Infantry, 6th Uhlans) which receive the
retreating troops (1st brigade).

The facts give a gooA example of the way in which
such a supporting force may prove useful. It held up
Clary's cavalry until the 1st brigade got out of ^its
difficult postion. Having done this, the supporting
force immediately withdrew in order to occupy the
important points on the line of retreat (Ransart, Ran-
sart wood)* The retreating body ought to have
followed that movement without delay. It could not
think of stopping, by means of a fight, very superior
forces (Clary's cavalry reinforced by the Second French
Corps); this is not the mission it has been entrusted
with; moreover, it exposes itself to being destroyed oj?